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“It’s a time to count our blessings. 


rT 
The holiday season is here, and it’s a time to reflect on the things that matter to us while we count our blessings 
and look forward to the coming new year. We're thankful that we've weathered the recent economic storm, Vintage 
Bank stands by ready to assist in all the communities we serve, and we'll be opening a new state-of-the-art facility 
this January in Midlothian. For 2009, we look forward to ne continuation of the hanks see measured i gromitn 
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Jett Frazier, President, Vintage Bank 


Personal & Commercial Checking 
Home and Business Loans 


CDs, IRAs, & Savings www.vintagebank.net 


An Independent, Full Service Commurtity Bank Member FDIC 2) Equal Housing Lender 


Midlothian Waxahachie Ovilla / Red Oak / Glenn Heights 
700 Silken Crossing + 972.775.2207 300 Hwy 77 N +« 972.935.5200 119 W Ovilla Road + 972.223.0755 
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~ Christmas Eve Services at 2:30, 4:00, and 5:30 p.m. 


Midlothian 
fbcMidlothian.org 


1651 S. Midlothian Parkway 
972.723.6415 
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“Hark, the herald angels sing, 
‘Glory to the newborn King!” 


During the holiday season filled with the baking, 
cooking, shopping, gift wrapping, decorations and parties, 
it can be all too easy to push aside the true reason for 





this glorious season. Our nation cherished this day so 
much that a national holiday was created to honor it. 
As you move through this season of joy, thanksgiving and praise, take time to 
remember the little babe born long ago, who brought hope and light to so 
many. This holiday we will gather to celebrate at Christmas functions and at 
places of worship to sing and give glory, just as the angels did so long ago. I 
look forward to bringing you more stories about your neighbors in the coming 
year. From all of us ata NOW Magazines, we want to wish you Merry Christmas 
and peace and happiness in the New Year. 


Betty Tryon 
MidlothianNOW Editor 
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& Fresh Cut Christmas Trees 
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The phone call started as so many do. Sick, scared, broke 
and hungry, with no one to turn to, a woman called the 
United Way. Richard Norman, executive director of the 
United Way of West Ellis County, took the call. “She was a 
diabetic and out of work. It was a heartbreaker. I referred her 
to Manna House. On our referral line, we get several calls a 
day like that,” he said. “We (United Way) refer [them] to 
agencies that we support, but if there is another agency they 
need to go to that is not a part of United Way, then we will 
certainly refer them there.” 

Richard joined United Way as a board member in 1991 at 
the request of a friend. He became the executive director in 
2006. “I liked that they were helping people in the community,” 
he stated. “We currently provide funding to 25 different 
agencies in Ellis County, who each have a working director. 
They help solicit funds for their agency. These are agencies 
that feed the hungry, provide shelter for the homeless and 
protect the abused.” 

Some of the organizations United Way has assisted have 
directors who can empathize with the needs in the community. 
One director, who personally understands the needs of such 
services, was in great need herself many years ago. She has 
stated that the hardest thing she ever had to do was to ask 
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for help. Another director previously 
had a home, family and a job, but a 
series of events led to her becoming 
homeless. Such personal life experiences 
allow them to be acutely aware of 
what is required to help someone else 
in this situation. 

In describing some of the 
organizations, Richard said, “Daniel’s 
Den is also called The Samaritan House. 
They provide temporary shelter, 
primarily for women and children, but 
their outreach can extend to families if 
necessary.” Many of the agencies United 


Way supports focus exclusively on 
children. Two of them are the Court 
Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) 
and The Gingerbread House. They 





“They provide temporary shelter, 
primarily for women and 
children, 


focus on children who have suffered 
child abuse. “There were close to 400 
cases of child abuse in Ellis County in 
the last year. It is an ongoing, serious 
problem,” Richard explained. “Court 
Appointed Special Advocates protect 
the rights of the child all the way 
through the court procedures. The 
Gingerbread House in Waxahachie 
provides a child-friendly environment 
for investigators to come to the child.” 
The agency receiving the most 
funding is Meals on Wheels. They 
serve approximately 800 meals each 
week in Ellis County. They get more 
funding because they serve more people. 
Richard recounts one of his experiences 
in delivering for Meals on Wheels. 
“When you are delivering, they give 
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you instructions about how to deliver 
it. One of the homes I went to was a 
woman who had been very active in 
the community but is now bedridden. 
The instructions said to knock on the 
door, push it open and announce yourself. 
I did that and received no answer,” he 
recalled. “I discovered her in her bed 
asleep, and I had a hard time waking 
her up. Of course, since she was in bed 
alone all day, when someone comes over, 
she wanted to talk. I couldn’t stay too 
long because I had other deliveries. It 
is very humbling to see that.” 

The theme for the 2009 campaign 
is “Live United,” and this year, 
Richard’s wife, Pam, is helping out 
with fundraising. She is the volunteer 
campaign director this year. As a retired 
teacher and school administrator, and 
full-time grandmother to their four 


United Way gives 
people a chance 
to donate to those 
organizations in 
the community. 


grandsons, she has taken on a 
monumental task. Richard acknowledges 
that with current economical problems, 
it is a tough year for fundraising. The 
requests for help are becoming more 
numerous for the United Way because 
of the economy. “Everybody is having 
it a little tougher this year,” he said. 
“We all have to pay a lot more for gas 
and groceries. Unfortunately, the need 
is a greater one this year.” 

United Way relies on several 
avenues to generate funds. The more 
prominent one is the payroll deduction 
plan. They also solicit individuals and 
businesses. “We get donations from all 
over the country. We also have collection 
cans in restaurants. It is not a big source 
of revenue, but it keeps it in front of 
everybody. Our largest contributor 
has been Chaparral Steel, now 
Gerdau-Ameristeel and TXI (Texas 
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The Oaks at Cedar Glenn 


lw Exclusive Sabdivision 


Of red by Ke ME r\ tet. META Realty 


The Oaks at Cedar Glenn is a nine | + acre lor subdivision ideally located six and one half 
miles west of Waxahachie off of FM 66. Situated at the corner of North Oak Branch Road 
and Oak Vista Road, these lots lay within the Maypearl Independent School District. 
The lors are deed restricted with water, electricity and DSL telephone service available to 
each, We invite you to take a scenic drive through this development and enjoy the 
beautiful views from these wooded lots. 


KELLER 


es Ter a es 
For more information, contact Missy Phillips with Keller Williams Realty 
in Waxahachie at 972-938-222 or 972-351-3186. 
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Industries, Inc.),” Richard said. They 
also raffle a beautiful handmade quilt 
by The Milford Center every year. 
When Richard is not volunteering 
and serving as the executive director 
for United Way, he works at his business, 
Norman Financial Associates, located 
downtown in Midlothian. His business 
experience and education serve him 
well. He received his bachelor’s degree 
in business administration management 
from the University of Texas in 
Arlington. He earned his master’s 
degree in financial services at American 
College and his juris doctorate JD) 
from Southern Methodist University. 
When agencies apply for funding 
from United Way, they must submit 


their financial statements to the board. 


LIVE UNITED 





“Harold Nolte is the chairman of the 
board. Every year we hold hearings 
where the head of each agency comes 
in and makes a request for funding. 
They must be a 501(c)(3) {nonprofit}, 
and we check their documentation and 
give them a chance to explain their 
mission to the board and how they 
plan to use the funds,” Richard 
explained. “Sometimes their request is 
larger than we can accommodate. We 
look at the overall picture and make 
distribution based upon need. Food, 
clothing and shelter are the direst 
needs, so we give priority to them. 
United Way gives people a chance to 
donate to those organizations in the 
community. Those busy with their 
jobs find it hard to go out and do 
community service, but they can 
donate money.” 

In this world, not everyone has the 
ability to stand up and take care of 
himself or herself all alone. The weak, 
the young, the disabled and the old 
need help. One person cannot meet all 
of the needs; we must all work together. 
It is nice to know that you can donate 
to United Way, an organization that 
helps so many, in so many ways. *)\4 
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— By Sandra McIntosh 


Christmasvhas definitely arrived at 
the Cloud home, evidenced by the 
twinkling lights, priceless decorations 
and most of all, within the family 
memories Jim and Mandy have been 


making simcesrelocating to Midlothian. 


The banking business prompted their 
movefrom Louisiana in 1990. After 
renting for a couple of years, John 


McMichaels, a neighbor and close 


At Home With 






friend who also happened to be a 


well-known builder in the area, built 
the Southern, traditional-style home in 
the middle of what once was an old 
cotton field. “It took five months all 
total,” Jim said. “He started building 
in April of 1993, and we spent our 
first night here in mid-August.” 

The house has definitely withstood 
the test of time. One day it was filled 





with their children and then, seemingly, 
the next day, Jim and Mandy turned 
around to find themselves living in the 
“empty nest” stage of their marriage. 
At this stage, many couples feel the 
need to downsize. It was just the 
opposite with the Clouds. “We added 
the TV room off the kitchen and family 
room, when we started having 
grandchildren,” Jim said, explaining 
that a portion of the back patio was 
lost in the addition. “Empty nesting,” 
Mandy added with a laugh, “sometimes 
just means a larger nest.” 
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The home also boasts of a formal 


dining room to the left of the front Bill Pinson, Arborist 


entrance; a western room, which displays Trimming & Pruning + New Trees Planted & Guaranteed « insured for Your Protection .us., 
all Jim’s “cowboy stuff” while also Diagnoste Consultation «Tree/Stump Removal + Disease & Insect Control | © = d 
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make Mimi and Papa’s house in the 
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country a children’s paradise. Seven acres 
allow the grandchildren — Madeline, 
Jamie, Jackson and Brooke — ranging 
in age from 8 to 4, a different kind of 
freedom than they enjoy living in the 
city. It also offers Elizabeth, the couple’s 
youngest child, the opportunity to 
hone her skills as an award-winning 
barrel racer. “Brad and his wife, Janet, 
have two children, and Jennifer and her 
husband, Kyle, have two children,” 
Mandy noted. “Elizabeth is married to 
her three horses,” Jim jokingly added. 
The Christmas holiday begins in 
mid-November, with the lengthy process 








of decorating, both inside and out. 


New decorations are few in the Cloud 
household. “We were both raised to 
appreciate what we have,” Jim said. 
They also have a deep appreciation for 
the finer things in life, which include 
the decorations that date back to the 
time when Jim and Mandy were toddlers 
themselves. “The stockings that Brad 
and Jennifer use belonged to me and 
my older brother, Scott, when we were 
kids,” Mandy said. “My mom handmade 
them. I handmade a similar one for 
Elizabeth when she was born.” 

In all their years of marriage, Jim 
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Contact Mary Rustin at the Center 972-723-7919 or email midconfctr@aol.com 
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and Mandy never recall having anything 
but a real tree. “We cut down the 
biggest one we could find to fill the 
space,” Jim said. “This has always been 
a fun family outing.” The tree’s wooden 
ornaments belong to the Cloud children 
and look beautiful alongside the stars 
that represent each grandchild. 

Several of the tree’s ornaments date 
back at least 100 years, each one with 
its own story. Many items have been 
passed down from one family member 
to another, but one of Jim’s favorites is 
a glass-blown deer that once belonged 
to his grandmother who lived to be 
90. The multicolored lights that go up 





every season are stored in 40-year-old 
ice cream barrels. The angel, although 
a bit tattered and worn at 41, still 
takes her place atop the tree. A wreath, 
with special ornaments bearing the 
name of each family member adorning 
its greenery, always hangs above the 
fireplace mantle in the family room. It 
will soon be 25 years old. 

Traditional Christmas bone china and 
the Gorman sterling silver snowflakes 
also hang on the tree in the formal 
dining room. Thirty miniature trees 
intermingle with snowmen, Santas and 
cookie cutters in the space above the 
kitchen cabinets and lighted green 
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hroughoul, tock Greplace, rounded comers, nea carpel, mate 
Sere, AC Cara PCT Ceca el Pen Shey rca a lect y 
2° blinds, builtin booioiss. sq much mon, Amon sen! S50 006 


_ 4-acre wooded creek lot available in Crystal Forest. Call for more info, 469-567-1497, 
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Buy or Sell with Me & Move for FREE! 
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& MOVE FOR FREE! 
Donna Lasater a a 
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469-567-1497 wlll 


www.dLasater.com 


207 W. BELTLINE ROAD « CEDAR HILL, TA 73104 « (972) 291-1501 


neral & Cosmetic Dentistry * Experienced Friendly Staff 
Digital Radiography * Whitening « Diagnodent (early decay ¢ detection) 
ViziLite (oral cancer screening) « Appliances (Snore guard, headaches) 


Conscious Sedation * Most insurances accepted 


972-291-1501 www.joewpotterdds.com 











garland is draped along the fence line. 
The home is transformed into a Texas 
western winter wonderland. 

One of the most noteworthy displays 
in the three-bedroom, three-bath 
home is found on the shelves of a 
wooden bookcase, located in the family 
room, where else? “Everything we do 
around here is a major event, and it’s 
all about family,” Mandy stated, 
referring to Thanksgiving, Christmas 
and the birthday celebrations, held 11 
months out of the year. “The same 
Santa I took the kids to when they were 
little is the same Santa my grandkids 
go to each year.” 

Each framed photograph marks 
another year, starting with the couple’s 
children and ending with their 
grandchildren. To visitors, the shelf 
and its contents are an open, three- 





dimensional scrapbook, but to Jim and 


Mandy, it represents years of wonderful 
holiday memories with the promise of 
many more in the making. To say 
holidays at the Cloud home are over- 
the-top would be a gross understatement; 
Christmas may be the biggest event of 
the whole year. 

Mandy has a very specific way in 


which she decorates. “The first thing 
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to go up is the Nativity scene,” she 
enthused, “and it’s the last thing to 
come down. We have a birthday party 
for Jesus, but we get all the presents.” 
The day before Christmas Eve is also 
very special to Jim and Mandy. “We 
get all four grandchildren for the entire 
day,” they both said in unison. Not 
only does it afford the parents a final 
opportunity for any last minute 
Christmas shopping for the children, 
it also allows Jim and Mandy the time 


needed to prepare for the Christmas 


Eve gathering the following day. “Every 
year, we do a craft which works into 
the skit the children present for their 
,” Mandy said. 

One year, they made yard art that 
looked like oversized lollipops. Another 


parents 


year, the craft consisted of jingle 

bells on a rope which provided the 
background music for caroling. “Last 
year was hysterical,’ Mandy said. 
“After the annual parade, we all ended 
up in the garage, where the children 
had a Christmas ball.” Christmas day, 
now that Jim and Mandy’s children 
have children, is shared among the two 
households. One year they all travel to 
Brad’s, and the following year they all 
meet at Jennifer’s house. 

For Jim and Mandy, life, love and 
the holidays are truly all about family. 
“We encourage each other all the time,” 
Mandy said. “Family for us means one 
for all and all for one. We don’t know 
any other way.” “Ai! 


www.nowmagazines.com 











= trays for your next gathering using this exclusive offer. 


— 
I 
+ ri A a f Pa | - rs q 
| Free Small Chick-fil-A Tray 
I of Your Choice 
| To order call Chick-fil-A of Cedar Hill at 972-293-0022 
L. ot order online 3 al W www. chick-fl-a “il. com/cedarhull 


laa erden kay Hamann ioqin ber aka bey ae aie 


"387 E. FM | 1382 © Cedar H Hill, TX 75104 + 972-2 293. 0022 
















... the day Tony Romo graduated high school? 
(after 2 losing seasons al OB for the Burlington Demons in Burlingotn, Wi) 
___... the day the Dallas Stars won the Stanley Cup? 
eee 2 ees cxetiad e e HDy Ihe Mwai Bucks? 
_ _.., When the Texas Rangers actually made the playoffs? 

_ when Aikman, Smith, and Irvin were Cowboy players not Cowboy Hall of Famers? 
_.. When Ricky Williams won the Heisman Trophy as a University of Texas Longhom? 
_,,. When Bill Clinton was President and Monica was just an intern? 

We were right here at the same location 
taking care of all your dry cleaning needs! 

THANK YOU MIDLOTHIAN 
10 YEARS 1996 - 2008 


= > ‘ 
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— By Betty Tryon 


No one knew how it would end. 
The woman standing in front of the 
congregation on Christmas Eve dipped 
her hand into paint and smeared it onto 
the canvas again and again. Utilizing 
the style of splat art, she captivated the 
audience with a beautiful celestial 
image. This display was not about her 
or her art. It was another way to celebrate 
a sacred moment. That energizing 
moment is what Tim Hale, Worship 
Pastor at First Baptist Church (FBC) 
believes enhances worship. He stated, 
“We use Dina Petty and her art on special 
Sundays such as Christmas Eve and 
Easter. Worship is a huge, important 
part of our service. Our church would 
not be the same without our worship.” 

During the Christmas season, many 
churches express their celebration in 
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grand style, using theatric perform@fices 
or even still life depictions of thefPirth 
oliday 
at the 
congregation sees on Sufiday morning. 


of Christ. However, Tim want 
services at FBC to enhance y 


Because holiday services are special, he 
will add something unique that is in 
keeping with his philosophy of worship 
on a Sunday morning. He explained, 
“Every Sunday, we try to make every 
service an event. In our contemporary 
service, we use the arts to create a mood. 
We use video, drama, choreography and 
creative lighting.” 

He added, “My goal for worship is 
to unleash emotive expression. God 
enjoys His children doing things with 
a glad heart and celebratory spirit. I 
learn most things about worship from 
my kids, Cassidee, 11 and Chloe, 7. Kids 


worship easier. They learn how to trust 
God. It is in middle school that they 
become more self-conscious. Self-focus 
is a killer of worship. I believe that 
music ... can be used for the glory of 
God and presented in a way to point 
people to Jesus and to let them see Him. 
Maybe for the first time in their lives, 
they know what it’s like to experience 
God’s love or His presence.” 

When he was growing up, Tim never 
thought his career would be in music. 
He recalled, “I grew up in Midland, 
Texas. Sports and football were a big 
part of my life. In my senior year in 
high school, I decided to quit sports 
and join the choir. My teammates were 
not happy about this, but I fell in love 
with music. This was a big fork in the 
road for me. I’ve always had a love for 
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music. I grew up in church singing and 
being introduced to all kinds of Christian 
music by my parents including, Second 
Chapter of Acts, the Imperials, Rich 
Mullins and more. Christian music 
was always playing in the car or at home 
and was very influential to my spiritual 
and musical growth. It wasn't until 
around my senior year in high school 
that I felt that God [might] be calling 
me into music ministry and discovered 
that He had gifted me musically.” 

It was at this point that Tim’s wife, 
Cindy, played an important role in his 
decision to try his hand in music. He 
stated, “Cindy and I were high school 
sweethearts. She was in the choir, and 
they were always going places for 
competitions. I was curious about choir, 
so I decided to try out for it. I developed 
a passion and love for it. I joined the 
choir in high school at the beginning 
of my senior year and absolutely loved 
the experience. I loved the competitions; 
I loved the discipline that it helped 
develop and the tenacity that it took 
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to practice daily in order to be the best 
I could be. I grew as a musician in that 
period of my life.” 

After graduating from high school, 
Tim went to Azusa Pacific University, 
a private Christian University in Los 
Angeles. As a singer, and in his words 
a decent piano player, he graduated with 
a major in music education with vocal 
emphasis. He explained the challenge 
of leaving a small town and moving to 
a large city, “Moving from Midland to 
Hollywood was a huge cultural shock 
for me. I went from a town with about 
100,000 people and no water to a city 
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Whether youre buying or 

selling in the Midlothian 

area, let the professionals 
at 


REA 


Suburban South 
put their knowledge, 


experience & dedication 
to work for you today, 


138 N. 8" ST « Midlothian * 972-723-2553 
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Procedures 
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Steve Burnett | Garry D. Brown BRNOW 


of about million people and the Pacific 


ATTORNEY AT LAW ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Ocean, and I loved every minute of it. 

My wife, Cindy, and I were married 
Office during our college years.” 

Principal Office 3 | 423 Main Street, Tim’s love for music led him to serve 


423 we a ’ \ygellll Merry in other churches before coming to 

wile . . a 1 idlothian 
Midlothian ~~ = renin cy range of experience. He said, “We’ 

979.793.0522 | — Niccahiachie ange of experience. He said, “We've 


Midlothian, thereby giving him a broad 


sburnctt@airmail.net a | " , “ = 972-775-8372 been in Midlothian now for three years 
) AS 972-938-2555 and absolutely love our church and 


community. We love the small town 


Steve Burnett 


Criminal Law: DWI Garry D. Brown 
Drug Possession ® Jail Release Asset Preservation 
Assault ® Juvenile Offenses Estate Planning 
Criminal Appeals * Family Law: Business Entities & Transactions 
Adoptions ® Divorces * Child Guardianship & Elder Law 
Support ® Civil Law: Collections Real Estate © Tax law 


Life Documents: Basic Wills, Power of 
Attorney, Medical Power, DNR (Do Not 
Resuscitate)- $100 per document 


Medicaid Planning 


Each Office is Independently Owned...Not a Partnership 


GLOW 








DOW'T LEAVE ANYONE OUT THIS SEASON 
WE SELL GIFT CERTIFICATES !! 

feel with great schools that our girls 

love, and a wonderful family atmosphere 

that Midlothian offers. [We} feel like 


we've really found something special in 


£hPOuSh decempeP Pecelve .. 


bs Is | this little town that three years ago, 
(INCLUDING PHOTO-REJUVENATION & LASER HAIR REMOVAL) we'd never heard of.” It is here that 
Tim willingly pours his heart into his 
music and his work. “I have an awesome 


MICRODERMABRASION & 
CHEMICAL PEELS 


privilege every Sunday morning of seeing 
God work in the lives of His people 





through music and worship,” he said. 


——- Using his skill to communicate 
SIMPLY S KIN NI God’s love through music and art, this 
ae ee a MWledica és Sie Christmas Eve Tim and the worship 
ree. ee team at FBC wil once again lead their 
Mansfield, TX 76063 congregation in worship as they celebrate 
SV A477 7.9191 the birth of Christ. a44 





www.nowmagazines.com 24 = MidlothianNOW December 2008 


LET US HELP YOU BEAUTIFY YOUR PLAIN OR WEATHERED CONCRETE 





WITH A DECORATIVE OVERLAY 


Sie i al) ns 





















=a "a 





Jet TBE fel, fd fy |) a ae ae 


| - 





‘ oa r ae 2 ae 
unlimited colors & 











crack repair 
sidewalks 
patios 
driveways 


We alee pour new driveways, ‘AtEMIOF 





972-775-2214 
WWW.DCNTX.COM 
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© XN Ray services 

Bone density screening 

« Most insurance plans accepted 


Baytor Famity Mepicat Center aT E-_tis County — MIDLOTHIAN © Convenient, easy access 


ee -_ ; =e ae 
Routine medical care is important in maintaining good health, and a Internat Medicin 
eet ae . . seated ae “4 Jeffrey Astéury, MLD. 
group of trusted doctors and specialists in close proximity saves time. Leigh Nordstrom, M.D. 


Families and individuals of all ages are welcome at Baylor Family 


Fr. Fi 
i 


Medical Center at Ellis County - Midlothian. The clinic employs Kiaren Yeh, MOD. 


Cod Catena, JE 
Matthew Moreland, 2.0. 
complete health care services for families and individuals of all ages. Triana Prober, MD. 


4a host of Pediamricians. Internists and Family Physicians ro provide 


Shurtey fostin, Mf. 

if j i ¥ Kimberly uae, A 
Family Medical Center ee . 
at Ellis County - Midlothian VASE Pe One 
A Baylor-HealthTexas Affiliate fidty Davis, RN, ENP 
' =a : Tit _ med Stefanie Carreen, NOP 
j i Fi Aa he ie wipe Pr F rig a ri Pe {2 ; iil . 
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Education 

Foundation 
Hike for Heroes 5K in Midlothian Kitts wins Cross Country Girls 4A 
December 15, 6:00pm State Championship 


The 13th annual Hike for Heroes 5K walk/run benefiting MHS Sophomore Carly Kitts had 
Midlothian Special Olympics..will be Monday, December 15 4 strong finish and won the girls [i 
starting at 6:00pm held at the MHS/Meadows Library parking 4A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP on 
lot. Registration forms available at the MHS front office or |= November 15 in Round Rock, TX. 
download from the MISD Web site at www.midlothian-isd.net. Carly beat defending state cham- 
Early registration is $18, after December § registration is $20. pion Sara Sutherland of Highland 
All participants will receive a specially designed t-shirt. Park. Carly ran her personal best 

lime with 11.18.24 seconds over 
If you are interested in sponsoring the Hike for Heroes please _ the o-mile course at Vandergriff 
contact Laura Truett at 972-775-8226, ext. 1171. Park. 





MISD Gold Performance Acknowledgements 2008 


The Texas Education Agency (TEA) awarded seven Midlothian [SD campuses and the District with Gold 
Performance Acknowledgements (GPA). The GPA system acknowledges districts and campuses for high 
performance on indicators other than those used to determine accountability ratings. 


The Gold Performance Acknowledgments reflect areas of academic performance and growth that go beyond state 
accountability ratings. The following is an overview of the Gold Performance Acknowledgments across the district: 


Midlothian ISD - Commended Performance in Reading, English/Language Arts and Writing; TS! in 
English/Language Arts & Math. 


T.E. Baxter Elementary - Commended Performance in Reading/ELA, Math, Writing and Science. Accountability 
rating is Exemplary. 


J.R. Irvin Elementary -Commended Performance in Reading/ELA, Math, Science and Writing. Accountability 
rating is Exemplary. 


Longbranch Elementary - Commended Performance in Reading/ELA, Writing, Science and Math. Accountability 
rating is Exemplary. 


Mt. Peak Elementary - Commended Performance in Writing and Science. Accountability rating is Exemplary. 
JA. Vitovsky Elementary - Accountability Rating is seem: =e ee 


Cornpaitaivie Feiprovelpsettn Mativaad Reeiilig/RbAcAceommabiney talhieta RiGeenices 


Frank Seale Middle School - Commended Performance in Reading/ELA, Writing, Social Studies and 
Science. Comparable Improvement in Math. Accountability rating is Recognized. 


dlothiar ‘High School - TX Success Initiative in ELA and Math. Accountability rating is Academically 
. The ‘Acade SSA Se et ene Rete EAE) ee ee aT eRe ee 








100 Walter Stephenson Road «+ Midlothian, TX 76065 « (972) 775-8296 * Fax: (972) 775-1757 





Teachers awarded $24,733 by the MEF Star Patrol 

The MISD Education Foundation (MEF) Star Patrol surprised teachers on November 17 with five innovative teaching grants 
totaling $24,733. These grants are made possible through the non-profit foundation founded in April 2004 to benefit the teachers 
and students for innovative projects and programs. Thanks to the donors and sponsors, MEF has awarded over $125,000 to teachers 


and students. 











” oawng Our Greatest 
Resources - Helping 

Mm First Year Teachers 
succeed for $4,963.36 
awarded fo Karena 
Blackwell and Keegan 
vveDDd 








Walnut Grove 4S grant “Authentic 
Anifacts from an Ancient World 
for $4,995 awarded fo 

Genevieve Bouldin, Ann Favdree, 
Sharon Sheridan, Cindy Mueller, 
Barbara Dixon, Robin MeGee and 
Keegan Webb 












































Walnut Grove & Frank Seale MS grant 
‘Lab Rats - Summer Scance Camp" for 
S497 7.08 awarded fo Leste Boehk, 
Leigh Emerson, Jason Guinn, Whitney 
Hattier Barbara Mikulecky, Kaylee King, 
Mary Davis, and Cindy Mueller, Teresa 
Bannvster, Ji! Schaben, Dawn Richmond, 
Kim Hopkins, and Doan Kirby 


Karen Poland 


Agricultural Science Facility 
Design Finalized 

In November 2007, voters ap- 
proved for MISD to build an 
Agricultural Science Facility for 
$2,500,000, The site location is 
on the comer of North Midlothian 
Pkwy. and Mockingbird Lane. 
The School Board recently ap- 
proved VLK Architect's design 
(see picture), David Boswell 
Director of Construction Projects, 
will oversee the construction of 
this project. The projected — | 
completion date is fall 2009. hoa 
Upcoming Entertainment for the 
Community. The public is welcome 

Choir Holiday Concert 

Get into the holiday spirit by attending the MHS Choir Concer on 
December 11 at 7:00pm held in the MHS auditorium. Admission 
is free! 


All Bands Concert Holiday Music 

Come listen to all three MHS bands entertain you with holiday 
music. The concert is December 16 at 6:30pm held at the MHS 
auditorium. Admission is free! 


LaRue Miller Elementary grant “Tricycle 
Town" for $4,998.15 awarded fo Karla 
Ostroshi, Juraé Greifen, Christy McAfee, 
Adnenne Mitchell, Ter Panza, and 





LaRue Miler Elementary grant iPod" 
Applaud You" for $4,805.95 awarded 
to Amy Clark, Tamme Thompson, 
Valree Milson, Ansa Bruton, and 
Karyn Story 


i's a Wonderful Life Theatre Performance 

This unique performance will present a 1940s Live Radio 
Show style version of /f's a Wonderful Life on December 
5-6 at 7pm in the MHS auditorium, Tickets are $5 re- 
served, $3 adult general, and $2 student general. General 
admission tickets purchased at the door, Reserve tickets 
purchased online at wwieseatvourself biz/mhs or see Ms. 
Pierce at MHS. 


During the performances the MHS Drama Club will also 
offer gift wrapping services as a fundraiser for their spring 
trip to New York City. Audience members may drop off 
gifis before the show and pick wp their wrapped gifts 
when the show is over. Community members may stop by 
MHS for gift wrapping services from 6pm - 9pm on 
December 5-6, Cost of wrapping services is $3 per gill. 


Gays and Dolls Theatre Performance 

On January 29-31 at 7pm and February | at 2pm, 

MHS students will show their talent through a classic 
musical play titled Guvs and Dolls, All performances will 
be at the MHS auditorium, Tickets are $10 reserved, $7 
general admission, General admission tickets are 
purchased at the door. Reserve tickets online at 
www.seatyourself_biz/mhs or see Ms. Pierce at MHS. 


Visit Midlothian ISD online at www.midlothian-isd.net 
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From left to right: Wes McGuryer, Lt. Moffitt, Capt. Silva, 
Robert Altman, Mark Widman, Chief McCaskill, Jesse Baltazar 





f OQ r — By Beity Tryon 


Dust off your old pom-poms and noisemakers; it is time for needy children. They have a good idea about which toys 
to cheer again! In the spirit of camaraderie, friendship and are most needed at this time of year. “We prefer the older 
cooperation, members from Midlothian’s very own fire toys. Last year, we got a couple of bicycles,” Wesley explained. 
department and police department will compete in their Smiling, he added, “Obviously, we get a lot of fire engines. We 
annual Guns & Hoses Football Game. This is more than just seem to get a lot of toys for the age group of 4- and 5-year-olds. 
a game. Wesley McGuyer, firefighter paramedic and president | We need infant and baby toys for a lot of the single moms in 
of Fire Fighter Association, explained, “I got together Midlothian, and also toys for the 10- and 11-year-old age 


with Nick Moffitt three years ago, when he was the 
president of the association, and we decided to start 

Guns & Hoses Football. The fire department usually | : 7 
has a toy drive with a toy drop before Christmas. a. et Sik | 
What better way is there to raise more toys than to i i 





have a charitable event? The price of admission to the 
game would be a new and unused toy at the gate. If 
you don't have a toy, you can donate money. Some 
people bring more than one toy.” At the first game 
in 2006, their truck was stuffed with toys after the 
game. Last year, they had two truckloads of toys. 

The firefighters have a long history of donating toys 
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group. All the toys are taken to Manna 
House immediately after the game.” 
The firefighters and police officers 
now have two games under their belts. 
Each year they have learned more 
about their opponents’ strengths and 
weaknesses, as well as ways in which to 
improve the game. Looking forward to 
the challenge of this year’s game, Wesley 
said, “We used to have 15-minute 


At the first game in 
2006, their truck was 


with 
after the game. 


quarters, but last year we scaled it down 
to 10-minute quarters, because the 
score was huge. I think it was 50 to 60 
the first year. We still run the length of 
the field. It is high scoring and a lot of 
action. We have a lot of athletic guys 
on the police and fire department.” 
Laughing, he added, “Their second 
career should be playing football. They 
can really run and catch. One or two of 
them played for Midlothian in high 
school, and one in the police department 
plays flag football professionally.” 

The two departments agreed to play 
flag football rather than tackle because 
of safety issues. The school district 
generously allows the players to use 
the football field. “The scorekeepers, 
announcers and line keepers donate their 
time. Whatever we ask for, they give,” 
Wesley said. The participants in the 
game will wear red and blue jerseys. Red 
is obviously for the firefighters, and blue 
for the police department. Usually, 
there is some good-natured teasing on 
the field. “One year, one of the firemen 
dressed up as a donut and went over to 
their side (police),” Wesley recalled. 
“Using a fishing pole, he tempted 
them with a donut hanging on the end 
of the pole, dangling it over them.” 

Wesley knows the crowd will enjoy 
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Service Times: 
11:00 AM 

5:00 PM 

Onna will arrive 
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“Simply The Rest’ 


Full service salon in a fun and \ 
relaxed family environment! | ~ 
972-723-8267 Jingle Mingle’ 
gt 3h from 9-1. 
Refrestiments, free services, 
free goodies, chair massage, 


We are also collecting 
canned foods 


for MANNA, 


Johnnie, Kristi Denise, C cutis _ ——_ 
Brandi Chner-Sranapsogleand 


totalimagesalonmidlothian.com « 300 N. Bryant St. Surte 104 
Myspace.com/totalimagesalonmidlothian 
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John D. Abdulian, M.D. 
Board Certified in Gastroenterologs 
heartburn 
Indigestion 
chronic diarrhea 
constipation 
abdominal pain 
colon cancer screening 
swallowing disorders 
iver disorders 
rectal bleeding 
poor appetite/weight loss 


anemia 
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(972) 875-1800 
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Now im 3 Locations! 
Now Accepting Patients Im Our New Offfices 
I441 Midlothian Pkwy., Ste. 110) 
Viidlothian, TX. 


PHIM) E Broadstrect Ste. 318 
Vlansfield, US. 

: Southwestern Digestive Health Physicians 

601 South Clay Street, Ste. 108 (at Lampasas), Ennis 
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the fun side of the game, as well as 
donating the toys. However, there is a 
serious side to it. There may be many 
children living in our community who 
may not get a toy for Christmas. “You 
look around in nice neighborhoods 
and you don’t see the great need for 
things like this. But as a fireman or 

a police officer, you are in every 
neighborhood, not just the rich and 
middle class,” he stated. “There are 
hundreds of people in some 
neighborhoods that need help.” 





During the month of December, there 


will be many things that clamor for 
our attention. Wesley offers additional 
incentives to come and donate toys. 
“This will be an opportunity to meet 
every fireman and policeman in the 
city. Everyone on duty will be around 
the stadium, obviously leaving on calls 
when needed,” he explained. “You get 
an opportunity to see a game that we 
play competitively. A lot of times, you 
don’t get to see these people in this 
capacity and having fun. I think our 
game is better than the ones you see 
on TV.” In addition to the game inside 
the stadium, there will be fire engines 
out front for the public to examine 
and an auto show hosted by Frank 
“Wormy” Miller. Lots of inexpensive 
food will be available and a half-time 
show to enjoy. 

The fire department and police 
department with their big hearts 
welcome the chance to give to this 
community. This December, Midlothian 
will get to see them having fun with 
all of their antics and high scores. Surely, 
it will be a game to remember. AXO\14 
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— , Company and On Site Mortgage Lender 
—=—£:£z_ 


Real Estate _ 

















* Over 20 Agents to Serve You. Build on Your Lot or Ours 
Remodeling 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Additions 
Fainting, & Carpet 





+ Open weekends 






Service you deserve, people you trust. 







972-723-0994 
200 §. 14th #100 
Midlothian, TX 76065 
View Listings at 

www. NorthTexasGMAC.com 


| | r~=— se 200 §, lath #120 
hovernment Midlothian, TX 76063 
Tax Gredit 972-723-2860 


www. KReliableCustomHomes.com 









Jean Shepard's 


adapted by Philip Grecian 
Playing at: Ennis Public Theatre Fridays & Saturdays December 5 - 22 
Matinees: December 14 & 21 Evening performance on Monday, December 22 
Evening Curtain: 8:00 pm Matinee Curtain: 2:30 pm 


Tickets: adults-$15.00 seniors & students - $12.00 
Call for reservations: 972-878-PLAY (7529) ennispublictheatre.com 





www.nowmagazines.com 31° MidlothianNOW December 2008 


Business 





| | | 





Factor’ 


— By Betty Tryon 


on flowers. Flowers die, but this is something they can keep 
and use. People get so excited when I deliver, even if it is not 
for them. It’s probably like what the flower delivery person 
gets. It is so much fun.” 

All of Jenny’s baskets are custom made; beautiful samples 
of her work can be found on her Web site. “Just let me know 
the color scheme, what they want it for, when they need it 

+ pe aes ) and their price range. I do research for the area for gift baskets 

til ij j ee + reel © . ; i = \r and can make them specific to the location. They can e-mail 

ity Hi = eo = — me or call for their requests,” Jenny said. “I am always getting 
Pea Rosai aus wee Jehbudey new and creative things, so there is no one way to do a basket. 
I give great customer service. I think people like to do 
business with someone who is on time and has something 
different: nice and unique that people enjoy and will be proud to give 
Texa to other people and I will be proud to put my sticker on it.” 
Crea Doing things creatively gives Jenny her logo, “Thinking 
boot outside the box.” It begins with her business cards, which are 
sauc not rectangular, but circular. Her creativity led her to put 
unig gifts not in a traditional box, but in a basket. Jenny also 
is an decided to operate her business completely online. “When I 
got pregnant with my son, I wanted to slow down a bit and 
a friend suggested gift baskets. She said I am really creative 
and have good marketing skills,” she shared. “I told my 
husband that this combines some of my favorite things to do: 
shopping, designing, creating and marketing! It also allows 
me to be with my kids.” 

You do not have to be within driving distance to receive 
one of Jenny’s creations. “I will ship anywhere,” she said. 
Jenny makes sure everything she ships stays intact for the 
trip exactly as she packaged it, so that feeling of surprise and 
elation is still there for the receiver. Jenny launched her Web 
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site in June and has already received 
many orders. 

Before she began her own business, 
Jenny worked for many years in the 
business world. With a degree in 
marketing from Texas Christian 





University, she has been recognized as 
Marketing Director of the Year from the 
Greater Houston Builder’s association 
PRISM Awards and as Marketing 


Professional of the Year from Texas 


Association of Builder’s Regional Star 
Awards, as well as receiving many other 
types of professional recognition. Jenny 
stated, “I have always been in marketing, 
which is more of a creative thing.” 

By combining her marketing skills and 
creative instincts, Jenny wants to 
create the perfect gift for you. You can 
contact her at (972) 822-6777, e-mail her 
at jenny @conradcreative.com or visit her 


Web site: www.conradcreative.com. 1% 
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Mansfeld Cosmetic Surgery Center 


Popular Coametic Surgery Procedures: 
Breast Auerrertation 

Breast Lift | Breast Redection 

Tummy Tuck | Abdominoplasty 
Liposuction | Body Contouring 

Face / Heck Lit | Blepharoplasty 

Hand Rejuvenation | Fat Transfer 


Aesthetic Services & Skin Core Products: 
Botoa* Cogniatic 
Injectabees / Derrrial Fillers 
Obeg 4 SkinCeuticals* 
IPL / Potefacials:’ 
Microdermabrasion 
Chemical Peols' 





Rete red) by ou ered eee 


id cert L. Phen, (0, PACE, 
Pecksite pe liner Cigeerenbat: lepremcnay 


GO Strack Circle, Suite TO 
Manthield, Tx 76064 


817-477-9000 


sheldcosmeticsurgery.com 
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“LONE.STAR> 
FLOOR To CEILING 


Inferior Design Showroom 
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Thinking Outside the Box 


Custom 
Gift Baskets 








10% off applies to initial orders only and 
may not be combined with any other offer. 
This offer may be canceled or changed 
without notice. Call for details. 
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ny fifth-graders, summertime means lazy days of 
ate and taking a break from the books. For Kyle 
igum, however, this past summer was full of adventure on 
at was a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Kyle, a 
t at Prank Seal Middle School in Midlothian, spent part 
is summer touring Europe as part of a program called 
yple to People Student Ambassadors. 
created by President Dwight D. Eisenhower, the People to 
ople Student Ambassadors program provides international 
educational opportunities for grade school, junior high and 
high school students. Believing countries could coexist in peace 
if citizens were able to communicate directly and effectively, 
President Eisenhower called a special conference in 1956 to 
conceptualize the program. Since 1963, the program has 
allowed thousands of American students to traverse the globe. 
After enduring intense interviews with program personnel 
and obtaining references from teachers, Kyle received a 
congratulatory letter in the mail, letting him know of his 
acceptance. “I was like, “Wow — that’s awesome!” Kyle said 
of his reaction when he received the letter. 
Kyle's itinerary was one that many adults could only dream 
of. Leaving the United States on June 19 and returning on 
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July 8 of this year, his journey included stops in France, 
Holland, Belgium, England, Wales and Ireland. Although 
Kyle was beyond excited about his trip, his parents were 
admittedly a little nervous sending him on his way, especially 
since this was the first plane ride he would be taking in his 
life. Tammy, Kyle’s mother, credits the program coordinators 
and the delegate leaders — advisors accompanying Kyle and 
his peers — with reassuring her and her husband that he 
would be well taken care of. “I can’t say enough about how 
they prepared us,” Tammy said. The preparation, which began 
in January of 2008, included classes for Kyle and his parents 
on everything from international etiquette and behavioral 
expectations to obtaining passports and packing lists. The 
program also required students and their parents to take part 
in four pre-departure orientation meetings, allowing them to 
meet fellow ambassadors and their families. “The support was 
incredible,” Tammy added, “and that was one of the main 
things that convinced me to attempt this program.” 

A critical aspect of that support was assisting the families 
with their fundraising. Tuition for the program was $6,000 
and Kyle was very hands-on with helping raise the money. 
“We collected cans, sold flowers, and I helped baby-sit, too,” 
Kyle said. “They give you all of the tools and ideas to help you 
with fundraising,” Tammy added. The program also put the 
families in touch with fundraising agencies and provided letter 
templates, which were sent to friends and family members to 
assist with raising the tuition. 

For Kyle, the trip was an eye-opening experience, and he 
was required to keep a journal of his experiences. “On the 
trip, we wrote every day and had to write about what we 
did,” he said. In addition to journaling during the trip, Kyle 
and the other students had pre-travel assignments, requiring 
them to learn about the places they would visit, as well as 
what it meant to be a part of the program and be a student 
ambassador. “Ireland was my favorite place. It was just so 
green,” Kyle expressed. “We got to go three-man kayaking, 
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try archery and do a scavenger hunt.” 

Although the trip was full of fun for 
Kyle and the other ambassadors, they 
also learned about other countries’ 
customs and had the opportunity to 
see sights, which previously had only 
come alive in textbooks or movies. 
Kyle’s schedule included trips to the 
world-famous Chateau de Versailles in 
Paris; The Louvre, home of the famous 
Mona Lisa painting; Buckingham 
Palace and canal boating in Amsterdam. 
Kyle also played “hurling” with a 
female Irish champion hurler while in 
Ireland. Hurling is a game similar to 
lacrosse here in the States. 

Before he departed, Kyle’s parents 
had to review other skills with him, 
including how to use phone cards, 
learning exchange rates (students were 
in charge of their own spending 
money), hand-washing clothing and 
how to use an alarm clock. The 
experience has been good for both 
Kyle and his parents, for different 
reasons. “I learned more about the 
world. It’s like, whenever you do this, 
the world is a little smaller,” Kyle said. 

“T expect a little more out of him 
now, Tammy said. “I expect him to 
understand some things better. Now 
we can discuss some things that are 
global. He feels a little more connected 
now to what’s going on in the world, 
rather than just his circle of friends.” 

The People to People Ambassador 
program has awakened a love for travel 
in Kyle, and he hopes he can participate 
in the program again in its high school 
division. The program’s Web site offers 
a vast array of information about 
program requirements and the benefits 
of participation — confidence, lasting 
friendships and an enlightened mind to 
name a few. For those who are interested 
in participating, Kyle offers very sound 
words of advice: “I would tell them, 
‘Don’t be too upset or nervous, because 
it’s really cool. You'll have a lot of fun 
wherever you go.” AXUM4 
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STRICT INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DIS} 





The voungest softball player, top left, sported oa hot pink batter's 
helmet. Mrs. Boyd's kindergarten class at JA. Vitovsky, top center, 
Learned how to son objects and work together in groups. Registration 
for the MISD Education Foundation golf tourmament, top rmghi, 
started early. The fourth annual MISD Education Foundation golf 
tournament, second row lef, saw hundreds in attendance, Two young 
wirls, second row center, got ready to catch what they hoped would be 
a ground ball at the Midlothian Sports Park. Boys football practice, 
bottom left, was grueling. but fun, Girls, bottom nght, get ready to 
take their tum at bat during a recent Midloiinan Gurls Sotiball 
Association game. 





H 10 m e. Serving The Seniors of 


: 
Ft rOTT) Rel Ni ab C Als Ellis C aunty Ff or G ene ations! 







Renfro Healthcare Center has a new suieecof cheer 
Rehabilitation Gym with restful Private Rooms J 
just steps away. Our highly skilled Physical, 
’ Occupational and Speech Therapists are committed y 
to making your recovery as quick and 
complete as possible. 


é History Lives Here! 
(A -1' __Callmetomake Renfro yourhome. IE 


aire rises Salts uiscae ieee een ees 
1413 W. Main - Waxahachie * 972-937-2298 817-501-5012 | ieee | 
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New Patient Exams can receive a 


Whitening Kit for $89 (valued at $400). 


Receive Free Whitening Gel with 
6-month Recare Appointments. 
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A third grade student in Ms, Bly's class, top lefl, was 
onc of many who made fossils. J.R. Inin stall 
members, top right, were caught at the MISD 
stadium learming how to make letters, including a 
human “TI.” Mis. Kunn'’s second grade class from 
Mt. Peak Elementary, second row left, learned about 
sound by using different instruments and mediums 
Mirs, Muller, second row center, treated the first 
graders at LaRue to a story about sharing. Local 
firemen, second row night, made a visit to LaRue 
Miller Elementary to educate fourth grade students 
about the daily routine at a fire stanon. Second- 
graders, bottom left, had fun learning about 
continents through singing and mowme oround 
Ethan H., bottom night, won the very large “Po" the 
panda bear for selling the most items for the Mi 
Peak fundruser 


107 W. Hwy 67 *)Venus 
817-819-7653 


(next to the Exxon Station) 
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GAZEBOS PLAYHOUSE LOFTED 8x8 Wave) ;3 
Starting at Starting at Starting at _ Starting at 
9138.66 5/78.00 ) $765.90 


per month per month *See website for details 
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MINIMALLY INVASIVE BARIATRICS 
Visit our new Web site at WLS-MIB.COM 


We know your pets are part of 
your family...so we treat them 
like they're part of ours. 


Are you considering 
Weight-loss Surgery? 


Surgical and Non-surgical 
Treatments Available 


Glenn M. Ihde, MD 
Author of 
CONSIDERING WEIGHT-LOSS SURGERY 
BOARD CERTIFIED 
BARIATRIC PROGRAM DIRECTOR 
BEFORE AND AFTER PICTURES OF ACTUAL PANIERTS 


Dr. Mark Stanfill 
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fe & Dr. Anne Owen 


on, yume ) © Vitam 
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Midlothian Chiropractic 
406 West Avenue F * Midlothian 
Dr. BRAD W. COLLINS 972-723-1155 www. midlothianchiropractic.com 
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1 Ib. hamburger 

1/2 cup chopped onion (If someone does not 
like onion, use minced dried onions, they will 
never know.) 

1 10-0z. can Old El Paso enchilada sauce (I use 
mild, but if you are tough, they have medium 
or hot.) 

1 10 1/2-0z. can cream of mushroom soup 

1/3 cup milk 

2 Tbsp. green chilies, seeded, chopped and 
canned (optional) 

8 corn tortillas 

1/8 cup margarine 

2 1/2 cups shredded cheddar cheese (mild, 
medium or sharp as preferred) 

1/2 cup pitted ripe black olives, chopped (optional) 


In a skillet, brown hamburger and onions; drain 
excess fat. Stir in enchilada sauce, soup, milk 
and chilies. Reduce heat to low; cover and simmer 
20 minutes. In a small skillet, cover tortillas in 
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margarine and heat both sides just until they are 
limp. Reserving 1/2 cup cheese and about a cup 
of sauce from the other pan, roll the tortillas up 
with the cheese and black olives, holding them 
together with a toothpick. Place them in the 
sauce, covering them with reserved cheese and 
sauce. Cover and simmer 5 - 10 minutes, until 
the cheese inside and on top has had time to 
melt. Serve with extra hot sauce and sour cream 
if you choose. Serves 4. Easy to double. 


2 boxes Jiffy corn bread mix, baked as directed 
and set aside to cool 

3/4 can chicken broth 

garlic powder to taste 

salt to taste 

pepper to taste 

2 Thsp. basil 

1/4 cup onion, chopped 

1/4 cup celery, chopped 

1/4 cup pecans, chopped 






itting around a table sharing a meal with loved ones 

is a valuable memory Connie continues to pass on 

to her two daughters, Vanessa and Alicia. “I hung 
out in the kitchen, not cooking, but watching my mom 
make great meals for us,” she recalled. “When we sat down 
to eat those meals, I knew they were filled with love.” 

Connie’s style of cooking has changed over the years. “I 

used to cook a lot of big and fattening meals, which we had 
to change,” she said, “or we would have had to get a much 
wider kitchen.” Now that her girls are grown, she does not 
cook for them every day, so she now has time to try new 
= “he ideas. Connie expressed, “I like to see what fun things I can 
: make with the leftovers!” MXO\4 


5 hard boiled eggs, chopped 


In a big bowl, crumble corn bread. Add chicken 
broth, garlic powder, salt, pepper and basil. Add 
onion, celery, pecans and eggs; place in greased 
pan. Bake for 30 - 45 minutes at 350 F, until it 
starts to brown on the top. 


1 stick margarine 

1 cup sugar 

4 eggs 

1 16-0z. can Hershey’s chocolate syrup 
1 cup flour 

1/2 tsp. salt 

1 tsp. vanilla 

1/2 cup nuts (optional) 


FROSTING: 

1 1/3 cups sugar 
6 Tbsp. butter 

6 Tbsp. milk 







Whos Cooking 
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1/2 cup chocolate chips 


Melt margarine in a pan; add sugar, eggs and 
Hershey’s chocolate syrup; beat together. Add 
flour, salt, vanilla and nuts. Spread in a 9 x 13- 
inch pan. Bake for 25 minutes at 350 F. While 
brownies are baking, prepare frosting by bringing 
to a boil sugar, butter and milk for 3 minutes; 
remove from heat. Add chocolate chips and stir 
until dissolved; spread on hot brownies. Waist 
bands beware! 


1/2 medium onion, chopped 

1/2 cube margarine 

1 14-0z. can beef consommeé soup 

1 small can sliced mushrooms or fresh mushrooms 
1 1/4 cups instant rice 


Saute onion in melted margarine until tender. 
Add all other ingredients; simmer until all 
moisture is absorbed, about 20 minutes. 


3/4 cup cornstarch 

2 quarts cold water 

2 1/2 lbs. Swiss American processed cheese, sliced 
dash white pepper 

dash nutmeg 

dash garlic powder 

dash MSG 

3/4 cup Almaden Mountain Chablis 


In a large pan, mix cornstarch in 2 cups water; 
add remaining water. Heat on low to medium; 
add a few slices of cheese at a time to water. 
When all cheese is added and melted, add 
remaining ingredients. Remove from heat, enjoy. 
We like to dip cubed wheat or white French 
bread. Rye is great too, just harder to find. Also 
try tiny little sausages, sliced Hillshire sausages 
or cubes of steak. This will store in the fridge for 
up to a month. | like to share it with neighbors. 


3 eggs 

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar 

4 oz. unsweetened chocolate, melted 
1/2 cup vegetable oil 

2 tsp. baking powder 

2 tsp. vanilla 

2 cups all-purpose flour 

1/4 cup confectioners’ sugar 


In a large mixing bowl, beat eggs, sugar, 
chocolate, oil, baking powder and vanilla until 
well-combined with electric mixer. With mixer, 
beat in as much of the flour as possible; stir in 
the remaining flour by hand. Chill covered for 
two hours. Shape dough into 1-inch balls; roll in 
sifted confectioners’ sugar, coating well. Place 
balls 1 inch apart on ungreased cookie sheets. 
Bake for 8 to 10 minutes at 375 F, until crackled 
in appearance. Transfer cookies to a wire rack 
to cool; sprinkle with more confectioners’ sugar, 
if desired. Makes 48 cookies. 


| Donald R.Pope, CFP® Y MOND JAMES 
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Jonathan A. Pope, 
Senior Vice President, AAMS® | 
jrwestrnents First Vice President, - 
Certified Financial Planner ® Investments == "= 
Investment Management Accredited Asset 
Consultant Management Specialist” 
972-780-0533 972-780-2679 





Combined 63 years of Financial Services 
1-888-230-1558 = 222 East Wheatland Ra 


| Duncanville, Texas 75116 


www.PopeFinancialGroup.com 


SPA & SALON 
Monday - Thursday: 9am - 8pm 972-230-2221 
Friday: Sam - 7pm 115 W. Ovilla Road 
Saturday: 9am - 5pm nuimagespaandsalon.com 


Elizabeth-massage, Deborah-massage, Tyenesha-massage, Terri-owner, Melinda-owner 


Chnsty-skin care, Serra-hair/nails, Jenniter-hair, shernri-manager, Alli-assistant 


Full Service Spa * Hair Salon * Tanning Salon 
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Embrace Life 


No Matter What -°~~- 


FAlave you ever heard, “If I had only had more time ...”? 

As people grow older, some may have regrets about all the things 
they did not do. Not taking an exotic trip or missing visits to family 
members might top the list. Your list might even include not running 
a marathon. One of the biggest regrets may be not telling a loved one 
how much you care. One thing is for sure: The more you enjoy life 
and prepare for the unexpected, the fewer regrets you may have. 

While no one can possibly do everything on a lifetime to-do list, 
there are plenty of ways to show people you care. One way is to 
make sure your family has the financial means to continue living their 
current lifestyle if you are no longer around. 

Life insurance is one way to do just that. A strong economic 
foundation includes adequate life insurance coverage — enough to 
cover a mortgage, college tuition or outstanding debts. 

There are many online sites that provide calculators to determine 
your life insurance needs. A qualified insurance professional can help 
you choose a policy to meet your needs and fit your budget. Once a 
policy is in place, you can revisit it, especially during different life 
events, to make certain the coverage is still appropriate. 

Knowing you have provided for your loved ones will give you 
peace of mind so you can enjoy doing the things you’ve always 
wanted to do. It may not mean training for a marathon — but, then 
again, it might. *X4 


Lim Tobey is a State Farm agent based in Midlothian. 














Family is why 


We all feel the same commitment te care 
for our families. As your good neighbor 


agent, | can help you meet your insunince 
needs (Call me today. | ase 
i LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR STATE FARM 15 THERE.* 


Tim Tobey, Agent 


4279 East Main Street ee ee |. ee, | a 
Midlothian, TX 76065 Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
Bus 77-7 23-HB80 ati. ghee ile 


tim tobey heSoeestatefarm,com cane Fant iniutaane Lompanetd # Hore Ofioed: Gloorengton. Mino 


sloteiorm.com- 
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Family Law 
e Custody 
@-child Support 


Probate & Estates Business Law 
a ® Incorporations 


General ' 


Litigation  B 





ae va@iecwn 


Vernon L. Witherspoon 


Dedicated, Driven, Determined 











@ LLC's, LLP’s, Trusts 





ss Law e Coe Law e Mediation Services 
ackground C & seat e Real Estate 
LOCATED @ 27ND MAIN PLACE 
717 Wi MAIN (287) STREET * SUITES * Mint OTHIAN, TEXAS 76065 
972.723.7550 
WWW.WITHERSPOONLAW.NET 





Pohisp ry B outiqu We: 


[18 8, 8th Street wo Midlothian 0 


Your Public School With Private School 
Atmosphere, Where Every Student Matters. 


TO Ov ill: i Roi ad 


ia i} 
a 7H if] 


Wi aXi cals chie 
972-938-3996 


Enrolling NOW! 
Hurry, Space Is Limited! 


www.nowmagazines.com 45 MidlothianNOW December 2008 
















financed study on women’s health issues) since 1989. 
Researchers found that those women who were overweight 
or obese at age 18, had a far greater risk of dying from 
cancer or heart disease before reaching middle age. 

Today, one-third of U.S. children are overweight or at risk 
of becoming overweight, and the Harvard research confirms 
that childhood obesity is a death sentence. The physical and 


emotional strain on an overweight child is compounded by 
it Pe in} alu it f) (- ath the type of behavior uncovered in this study. The obese 
er oe youth were found less likely to exercise and more likely to 
— By Brad W. Collins, D.C. have smoked and consumed alcohol. Let me be the master of 


the obvious, this is a recipe for a shorter life. 








t often become overweight While the Harvard study did not establish whether 
there are i. who seek guidance or find permanent weight loss after age 18 decreases the risk of 
1 commit themselves to a healthier lifestyle. dying prematurely, parents and children should address their 
itely, those success stories are few and far between. health regimen. Change the way you live, and you can alter 
wt obese children leave adolescence for an adult the life path you currently travel. Chiropractic care is part of 
* with health concerns. According to a study a maintenance program that includes proper diet, exercise 
shool of Public Health, those lives often end and a healthy mental outlook. There is a reason that clichés 


become clichés. Treat your body like a temple, and that 
ard study — published by the Annals of Internal temple will stand for a long time. 

evaluated the health habits and medical records 

of more than 100,000 women who had provided data Brad W. Collins, D.C. 

through the Nurses’ Health Study (an ongoing federally Midlothian Chiropractic Chinic 





Why Hasn't Your Doctor Told You about the Affordable 
New Back Pain Treatment 
Known as Spinal Decompression? 


ent New case study shows a dramatic 

- decrease in disc lesion size after 
treatment on the DRX9000™ true 
non-surgical spinal decompression 


cat. us now! 972-937-1470 


FOR YOUR COPY OF THE REPORT &/OR TO 





Bommdimenber of the os RECEIVE A FREE CONSULTATION & 
Arsertoon ) 3 FREE TREATMENTS ADDED ONTO YOUR CARE* ai 1 
ch “For Qualified Patients DRxXSOOO™ 


Limited availabilty! Soon only accepting referrals. 


AL tf bani 
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PROGRAM 


4 
From Novenrber [st SATEX AS 


through December 19th, % FD 

with your purchase of RANK 
699250 or more, we will make a 

cash donation in your company s mame 


\ CisTOWek APPRECIATION 
— 
' 


Ot to the North Texas Food Bank. 


Each donation will provide 60 meals 
during this holiday season. 


igl rint 





. > PR 
e Serving Dalles,'Fort Worth 
. and the Best Southwest since [FOZ mq 
648 E. Centre Park Bled, » DeSoto 
www.digiprinisolutions.com A 
Se 


KA) ) Fun Manele 


es 


. ia 


www. bandbtfun.com 


cot Je li i 


HAWKEYE DISCOUNT 


Siding, Windows & Solar Screens _ 


Local onion Soneane With 270 Years Experience 
Duality At An Affordable Price! 


912-154-0515 


WWwW.NAaWReEyedIscountsiling.com 


www.nowmagazines.com 





Solutions” & 





unty 













“JQ 


« Hearing Aids for Every Budget 
+ State of the Art Technology 

« One Week Free Trial! 

« Finest Brands Available 

« Hearing Evaluation 

«Seniors Discount 

« Hearing Aid Repairs 

« Batteries & Clubs 

« Ear Wax Removal 

« Financing Available 

« 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Try Before You Buy. 





Alice C, Wilson, Call Now to Schedule Justin Langran, 
Au.D, CCC/A A i TE A.D, COc/A 
Doctor of Audiology oT Doctor of Audiology 


Aid Evaluation 


www.hearingcenterofec.com 


1000 E. Main Street, Suite 303 « Midlothian, TX 76065 


@) (Retween Caroline's Cafe & Physical Therapy 
972-723-6181 or 888-251-6615 


Got Kids? 


2 you in two Monsfieid locations. Providing 
sfullciresy fi tei toralies of Monadield & sutoe nitaNelags eck: 


Beene on ram ora tmnt 


- 
? - 


7 =e es 7 re a 


Cooke iildrens: 
Mine cian Ne AS ue work 


Our goal |s to provide you and your family with 
the best dermatology medical/surgical care as 
well as to ensure outstanding service and 
patient satisfaction. 


Expert Treatment for: Acne, Skin Cancer, Moles, Ecrema, 
Sun Damaged Skin, Fungal Infections of Skin & Nails, Psoriasis, 
Warts, Hair Loss, Wrinkbes: Botox and Restylane Injections | 


DERMATOLOGY INSTITUTE ° y 








Or. Bi Way FAOCD 
706 West Center Street « Duncanville, TX 75116 
972-780-0707 * www.dermatologyinstitute.us 
Office Hours: M-F 8am - 5pm 
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| Great Outdoors 








RaWeinawvt va 


Christmay List 


— By Nancy Fenton 


It is the holiday season again, and a good time to talk 
about some of those items most wanted by your favorite 
gardener. This year, I purchased a Unifork for myself. The 
chief advantage to this tool is not the bright pink color, 
although it is easy to find even in a dark closet, but the 
weight. It weighs only three pounds! This is an easy-to-lift 
fork that is sturdy enough to turn wet compost or shovel 
heavy mulch. It does not dig very well in our hard clay, 
but neither will my other turning forks! It is not available 
in the stores, but can be ordered from Unionjackstable.com. 

I have worn out my pop-up garden bag and would love 
to have another one or two. I saw one at Sherwin Williams 
lately and the larger plant and lumber stores have had 
them. Gloves and small, sharp scissors are always good as 
are sweatbands and big brimmed hats. The catalogues 
have finally recognized that there are those of us who 
garden who are not six foot tall and 180 pounds and are 
now offering several light carts that look like they would 
carry a lot. I love my wheelbarrow, but it is getting 
increasingly harder to maneuver it around. 

Gift cards to places that sell plants are good as are 
coupons redeemable for help in the yard and garden. 
Cleaning out that old garden area would be a great gift 
since many diseases winter over in the old stems and vines 
(especially tomato problems)! If your gardener is also a 
cook, Master Gardeners are putting together a new cookbook 
as we speak. It will have some great recipes. We have been 
trying them out all year! 

Speaking of Master Gardeners, now is the time to sign 
up for the February training. Our County Extension Office 
has the applications and you can call (972) 825-5175 to 
have one sent to you. Here is hoping for a great holiday 
season for you and yours with love, laughter and lots of 
garden items under your tree! A{01M 
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New Name. New Owners. — ane calec eaftel 


New Management. = truly ple 
AWhole | * ee 
New Attitude! | _ 





‘> Foot and Ankle: 


Serving Ellis County Residents 
For Nearly A Decade. 
Aesthetic & 

I mplant Bunions - Diabetic Foot Care 


Dentistry Hammertoes - Heel Pain 
Nail Problems - Sports Injuries 
* Restorative Dentistry 
* Cosmetic Dentistry 
¢ Dental Implants 
* Sedation Dentistry 


Sprains/Fractures - Wound Care 


Now Seeing Patients | SS i, 
| : At All 3 Locations Dr. David A. Gardner 
Davis W. Morgan, DDS 
972.723.5544 * 7 aes eae 2205 West Lampasas, Suite 102 
www.dfwsmiledesign.com Please call 972-723-5400 Ennis, TX 75114 
14415. Midlothian Parkway, Suite 120 205 N. Awy 77, Suite 200 
Midlothian, TA 76065 Waxahachie, TX 75165 
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Midlothian Rotary Club meeting: Noon, Midlothian Civic 
Center, 224 South 11th St. (972) 775-7118. 


Midlothian City Council meeting: 6:00 p.m., City Hall, 104 
West Ave. E. 


ABWA Empowering Women Express Network monthly 
meeting: 5:45 p.m., Midlothian Conference Center, 1 
Community Circle. Please RSVP to Daphne Brewer at 
(972) 723-6551. www.abwa-empoweringwomen.org. 


Midlothian Lions Club meeting: 7:00 p.m., Midlothian 
Civic Center, 224 S. 11th St. (972) 775-7118. 


Navarro College SBDC How to Start a Small Business 
workshop: 2:00 - 4:00 p.m., Corsicana/Navarro County 
Chamber of Commerce conference room, 120 N. 12th St. 
To register, call Ophelia Mendoza at (903) 875-7667 or 
e-mail ophelia.mendoza@navarrocollege.edu. 


Christmas Home Tour benefiting Mission Midlothian, 5:00 
- 9:00 p.m. (214) 243-0426. 


December 2008 


Methodist Health System Mobile Mammography Unit 
will visit Midlothian Imaging Center, 2210 Bryan Place, 
Hwy. 287 at Plainview Rd. Call (972) 775-7410 for an 
appointment. 


African Children’s Choir performance: 7:00 p.m., The 
Lighthouse, 1400 N. 9th St. The African Children’s Choir’s 
goal is to change Africa’s future by providing education 
and hope for today’s children. (972) 723-6197. 


Navarro College SBDC Creating a Business Plan 
workshop: 2:00 — 4:00 p.m., Corsicana/Navarro County 
Chamber of Commerce, 120 N. 12th St. Call Ophelia 
Mendoza at (903) 875-7667 or e-mail 
ophelia.mendoza@navarrocollege.edu. 


Internationally recognized Vocal Majority Chorus 
Christmas concert, hosted by the Midlothian Masonic 
scholarship foundation: 8:00 p.m., Midlothian ISD 
auditorium. For more information, contact Duke Burge 
at (972) 670-8193. Reserved tickets are available by 
going to www.msftx.org. 


Ellis County Toy Run. Meet in downtown Midlothian; 
leave at 11:00 a.m. 


Special Olympics Hike for Heroes: 6:00 p.m., Meadows 
Library Parking Lot. Contact Laura Truett at (972) 775- 
8226, ext. 1171. 


Ellis County Christian Women’s Connection’s monthly 
luncheon: Waxahachie Country Club, 1920 W. Hwy. 287 at 
I-35 East, Exit 401B, Waxahachie. $13. Nursery vouchers 
available. Reservations preferred, walk-ins welcome. 
Contact either Kay at (972) 937-2807 or Mary at (972) 
937-9984, or e-mail Kay at windchime@charter.net no 
later than Sunday, December 14. 


Methodist Health System Mobile Mammography Unit 
will visit Midlothian Imaging Center, 2210 Bryan Place, 
Hwy. 287 at Plainview Rd. Call (972) 775-7410 for an 
appointment. 


MISD closed for winter break. 


City offices closed. 
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new image studio 


Now Hiring Experienced Hair Stylists 


Facial & Micro- 
dermabrasions 


Any Chemical 
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Give the Giff of —— = 
Good Health 


One Low Price & Noc 


FREE WEIGHTS YOGA 
AEROBICS KICKBOXING 
CIRCUIT MACHINES PERSONAL TRAINING | 


Open 7 Days a Week 
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a eit ride with 
Santa Tee sleigh? 


i he. 


Mlehuceslelss am melds 
anc 


Dlawcslelcueldsmsaltiis 
No Session Fee! 


l disci untec ac kag i ri Le! 
Call tor \ppointment! 


Ivey Phot raphy 
402 bE. Avenue G 
Wlidlothian. T™ 760645 

o79 793 
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Ww Versi Walt icc 
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Advertise with us! 


Reaching over 400,000 readers 
throughout echt markets, with interesting 
stones about the people living in those 
communities, SOW Magazines are the 
smartest choice for your advertising dollars. 


Contact Rick Ausmus 
972-480-2453 


YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE WORLD, 
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL YOUR DECISIONS. 


Call today to find out how you should approach swings in the market. 


Jaime Dlabaj Holland 
Financial Achvigor 
Heather Mangrum 

| Branch Office Adminstrator 


1000 E Main STE 101 
Midlothian, TX 746045 
PPS PF 23-B2 a9 


Www eciwoardjones.com 
Member SIPC 


Ldward jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


New location just opened near Charlton Methodist Hospital in 
DeSoto /Duncanville area. Servicing Dallas, Duncanville, DeSoto, 
Cedar Hill, Lancaster, Red Oak & Surrounding areas. 





UPPER AND LOWER 
EXTREMITY PROSTHESIS 


KRNEE/BACK/HAND/ 
WRIST/ELBOW BRACING! 


DIABETIC SHOES 
AND INSERTS 


MASTECTOMY 
FORMS/BRAS 
AND SUPPLIES 


OPFICES IN CLEBURNE AND GRANBURY DOSERVE 
YOUR NEEDS IN BURLESON, CLEBURNE, GRANBURY, 
STEPHENVILLE, GLEN ROSE, HILLSBORO AND 
SURROUNDING COUNTIES 


C(sRANBURY 


306 S MORGAN 
CRANBURY, TX 76048 


H1/-5/73-9433 PHONE 
B17-573-94359 FAX 


CLEBURNE 

105 WESTMEADOW SUTTE C 
CLEBURN E, TX 76033 
$17-556-3699 PLIONE 
§17-556-3877 FAX 


x ® 


Niost Insurance plans aceepied. Visa, Mastercard, Discover. Payment plans available 
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e)Shoes! | Sunglasses: 
= Custom Jewelry 
© Silver Repair 


= Custom Leather 




















Praha my Furniture ot 
teste Factory Prices! 
ONLINE SHOPPING: ONLINE VIRTUAL TOUR & COUPONS: 
www.southwestcornergallery.com www.theparadisecowboy.com 
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- Loans up to $1,1 oF 
« Usually 30 Minute Service 

: Credit Bureau Reporting 

- Phone Applications 

- $25 Referral Fees 


LOAN COMPANY: 
& Tax Service 


ficensed by the State of Texans 


1074 F ‘erris A she Suite 707 


iNext to AutaZzone) 











“Call:972-937-78 61 
METRO 972-938-7861 
www.sunloa in.com 
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977-937-4422 | 
n ™ : leysi welt ) sy Need some extra caste for Christmas? 
Mar 7 pes # We will buy your authentic puries & accessories 

















PURSES & ACCESSORIES FROM: 
Coach 
Louis Vuitton 
Gucci 
Fendi 
juicy Couture & 


much. much more! 
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Phillippi 





Ty 7 Th rare a [- efi Comieae mre 
. ‘Rrooke ‘Rexroat brooke @mylastinguxuries.com 


= Hii Midlothian (972) 935-6737 
i?) www. myspace.com, mylastingluxuries 
-7 23-9090 YS] y a 







bs www mylastingluxuries.com 
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=o" | FEARLESS DENTISTRY 


iO! Austin Boulevard « Suite [G0 « Red Oak 





It is your life. Live it free of pain. 


i 


The new Baylor Medical Center at Waxahachie Pain Together, we create a treatment plan designed to: 
Management Center is here to treat your chronic « identify and treat your pain at its source: 

pain and give you a step forward in taking back * improve your emotional well-being; 

your life. We don't take a cookie-cutter approach « minimize your suffering: and 

to YOU COUISE of treatment: we develop a strategy o help you return to a more productive life. 

that will best work for you as an individual taking 


into account your issues, needs and lifestyle. If pain is limiting the freedom you have to live life 

the way you want, then the new Baylor Medical 
The center specializes in an interdisciplinary team Center at Waxahachie Pain Management Center 
of healthcare professionals combining their talents may have what you need to end the sentence that 
in medical education, scientific research and pain has put on your life. 


clinical experience. 


For more information about the new Baylor Waxahachie Pain Management Center, 
please call 1.800.4BAYLOR or visit www.BaylorHealth.com. 


|.800.4BAYLOR BaylorHealth.com (/ALZAVT £ NL 
305 East Ovilla Road, Red Oak, TX 75154 WY BAL AL LAYZIMX 

™ Medical Center 
Physicians aro members of the medical stafl at ome of Baylor Health Care System's sebsickary, afl Waxahac hie 
Community of aifidigied medical centers and are meither employees Hor agents of those aor 
madical cemlare, Baylor Medical Cemiar at Waxahachie of Baylor Health Care System, Pain Management Center 
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